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(54) Image forming apparatus adjusting concentration of gray with improved reference and test 
patterns 



(57) An image f ormin g apparatus lessens the sense 
of incongruity between CMY mixture gray and K mono- 
chrome gray so as to achieve an easy color adjustment. 
An adjustment sheet is printed by the image forming ap- 
paratus. The adjustment sheet has a reference pattern 
(D) and a plurality of test patterns (F). Tho reference 
pattern (D) indicates a reference concentration of gray 
and the test patterns (F) indicates concentrations of gray 
within a predetermined concentration range including 



the reference concentration. The gray of the test pat- 
terns (F) is a mixture of cyan, magenta, yellow and 
black. The gray of the reference pattern (D) is mono- 
chromatic black. The test patterns (F) are visually com- 
pared with the reference pattern (D) so as to select one 
of the test patterns (F) of which concentration matches 
the concentration of the reference pattern (D). The con- 
centration of gray is adjusted in accordance with the 
concentration of the selected one of test patterns (F). 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention generally relates to im- 
age forming apparatuses and, more particularly, to an 
image forming apparatus, such as a copying machine, 
a printer or a facsimile, which creates an adjustment 
sheet used for concentration adjustment (y-correction) 
of reference colors which constitute a color printing out- 
put image. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

[0002] In an image forming apparatus, such as a color 
printer, a color concentration of printing may shift from 
a reference value due to change with passage of time, 
and, thus, it is required to make a color correction. Con- 
ventional image forming apparatuses adopt various 
color correction methods. 

[0003] For example, there is a method of determining 
an amount of correction of concentration by comparing 
a color sample sheet enclosed in a package of a printer 
with a print of a test pattern, which is stored in the printer. 
Moreover, there is a method of correcting a concentra- 
tion curve by reading concentration of a figure printed 
on a print paper by a scanner or a concentration meas- 
urement apparatus and calculating a difference be- 
tween a color of the drawn figure and an actual color. 
Furthermore, there is a method of correcting a concen- 
tration curve by selecting a concentration, which is equal 
to a reference concentration printed on a previously pre- 
pared template, the selection being made by printing ail 
selectable concentrations on a print paper by a printer 
of which concentration curve is to be corrected. 
[0004] A concentration value of print data sent from a 
host apparatus to an image forming apparatuses such 
as a printer is normally specified by one of numerical 
values of 0 to 255 expressed by 8 bits per one color. A 
process called y-cc-nversion is performed so that the 
concentration in a printing result matches a desired con- 
centration with respect to each concentration value. The 
Y-conversion is a process that obtains, when a concen- 
tration is expressed by 8 bits, output values 0-255 with 
respect to \p.pul VrMues 0-255 us-nn a conversion table 
stO*eJ in a memory o? a cor»i»OMe*' 
[CCC5] In a graph having horizontal and vertical axes 
of the same scale, if an input value is assigned to the 
horizontai axis and an output value is assigned to the 
vertical axis, the input value becomes equal to the out- 
put value and the y-oon vers ion process is unnecessary 
when the input-and-output characteristic of a printer en- 
gine is expressed by a straight line having an inclination 
of 45 degrees. However, the input-and-output charac- 
teristic of a printer engine does not have linearity, and 
the ^conversion process is indispensable so as to ob- 
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tain a proper image by the printer. 
[0006] Moreover, even if printer engines are of the 
same model, generally the input-and-output character- 
istic varies according to individual differences. The in- 

5 put-and-output characteristic varies also with passage 
of time and further the environment where the printer is 
placed. Therefore, it is necessary to rewrite the contents 
of the conversion table in accordance with a change in 
the input-and-output characteristic. 

10 [0007] If the contents of y-conversion table are ex- 
pressed by a graph in which an input value and an output 
value are assigned to the horizontai axis and the vertical 
axis : respectively, the y-conversion table is indicated as 
a curve. For this reason, the process to rewrite the con- 

is tents of y-conversion table may be referred to as a "gam- 
ma curve correction". Moreover, the contents of y-con- 
version table after correction may be referred to as "cor- 
rected y or "corrected y-curve". 

[0008] FIG. 1 is an illustration showing a structure of 

20 a conventional printer system. The printer system 
shown in FIG. 1 comprises a host computer 1 and a 
printer engine 2. A printer controller 3 is provided in the 
printer engine 2. The data to be printed is specified by 
the host computer 1 . The printer controller 3 creates im- 

25 age data according to instructions of the host computer 
1 so as to perform a printing operation. After being de- 
veloped on the frame memory according to the specified 
concentration, the image data to be printed is sent to the 
printer engine 2 , and the printing operation is completed. 

30 [0009] As shown in FIG. 2, the printer engine 2 com- 
prises a central processing unit (CPU) 31 . a random ac- 
cess memory (RAM) 32, a program read only memory 
(ROM) 33, a font ROM 34, a host interface (l/F) 35 and 
an engine l/F 36, and these parts are mutually connect- 

35 ed through a bus. The CPU 31 controls the entire printer 
controller 3 based on programs stored in the program 
ROM 33, mode instructions from a panel apparatus and 
commands from the host computer 1 . As mentioned 
above, a control program of the printer controller 3 is 

40 stored in the program ROM 33, and pattern data of a 
font etc. is stored in the font ROM 34. 
[0010] The RAM 32 functions as a work memory of 
the CPU 31 , and is used as an input buffer of input data, 
a page buffer of print data, a memory for download fonts, 

45 etc. The engine l/F 36 performs communication with the 
printer engine 2 so as to exchange commands and sta- 
tus p.nd print data The host l/F 35 is an interface which 

+i — u *- -s — . — •* ~ — ~i : - i.#s,, n thf 

CO' i " ' '■ t-'i noaioo vv i u t uio i iwoi owi « ti/uiui « . c*h\j io ooul^. v 

Centronics l/F or RS232C l/F. The printer engine 2 may 
so be connected with the host computer 1 through net- 
works such as Eiher Nei or Local Talk. 
[0011] Here, a concentration of an image printed Dy 
the printer engine may differ from a concentration which 
the printer controller intends to print due io a change in 
55 the surrounding environment or a change with passage 
of time. In such as case, in the printer controller provided 
with a reading apparatus such as a scanner, the printed 
paper output from the printer engine is read by the scan- 
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ner. Then, the concentration value (output result), which 
is the result of reading, is compared with the concentra- 
tion value (expected output value) which the printer con- 
troller intends to print. If there Is a difference, the con- 
centration value used for drawing is corrected (the 
above-mentioned y-correction) so as to absorb the dif- 
ference. Then, a printed matter can be obtained which 
the printer controller intends to, that is, which the host 
computer intends to. 

[0012] In an image forming apparatus which is not 
provided with a reading apparatus such as a scanner, 
the same effect can be obtained by inputting the input 
data to the printer controller 3 by determining, as shown 
in FIG. 3, whetherthe printed result output from the print- 
er engine 2 has a higher concentration or a lower con- 
centration by a visual check of a human 4 without using 
a reading apparatus such as a scanner. In this case, 
since it is difficult to determine the concentration by hu- 
man eyes unlike reading apparatuses such as a scan- 
ner, a sheet referred to as an adjustment sheet 5 is used 
so as to help the visual check so that the determination 
can easily made even by the human eyes. 
[0013] In the adjustment sheet 5, when an adjustment 
is performed with respect a particular concentration, ref- 
erence concentration patterns (B of FIG. 4) used as a 
reference and test concentration patterns (A of FIG. 4) 
which indicates concentrations near the particular con- 
centration including the particular concentration are ar- 
ranged in an alternative sequence. By comparing the 
concentration patterns and selecting a number at which 
tne conc&mireuiCn tho test CGriCcntraticr; pattern 
matches the concentration of the reference concentra- 
tion pattern, the ^correction value is obtained based on 
the concentration value (output result) indicated by the 
number attached to the selected test concentration pat- 
tern and the concentration values (expected output val- 
ue) which the controller intends to represent. Thus, a 
desired concentration can be obtained by reflecting the 
thus-obtained y-correction in the printing process. It 
should be noted that an example of such a process is 
disclosed in Japanese Patent Application No. 
11-314395 filed by the present inventor. As for the ref- 
erence concentration pattern, a pattern, which is hardly 
influenced by a change with passage of time or an indi- 
vidual difference, is used. For example, what is neces- 
sary to make 60% of concentration of the highest con- 
centration or tne printer engine 2 \s ju«i io u«h h uiieck- 
crca pattern as en own in FiG. 5. However, each 'Jo- 
constituting the pattern corresponds to a single pixel 
(dot) of the printer engine 2, 50% concentration cannot 
hr> m?H« Qt«bly since the concentration is influenced by 
the output ch?. r ?c t o r '! =:ti r of the print&r pngino 9 There- 
fore, tne pattern, which is not influenced uy lite oulpui 
characteristic, can be made by using the checkered pat- 
tern (FIG. 6) in which a constituting point consists of sev- 
eral dots. By performing the above-mentioned process, 
an adjustment of output characteristic, that is, an adjust- 
ment of concentration can be achieved even by a printer 
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controller having no image reading apparatus. 
[0014] In a case of a color printer, a concentration ad- 
justment must be performed on colors other than black 
(hereafter may be referred to as a K"), such as cyan (may 

5 be referred to as "C"), magenta (may be referred to as 
"M") and yellow (may be referred to as "Y"). With respect 
to magenta and black, the concentration adjustment 
method using the above-mentioned adjustment sheet 
shown in FIG. 4 is performed for each individual color. 

10 With respect to cyan and yellow, a color mixture gray 
patch (refer to a section E of FIG. 7), which consists of 
cyan, magenta and yellow, is output by printing, and 
comparison is made with the black background (refer to 
a section D of FIG. 7) which represents the reference 

15 concentration. Accordingly, the concentration adjust- 
ment is performed on all four colors. However, in many 
cases, color tone appears in the gray (CMY mixture 
gray) created by blending C, M and Y, which gives a user 
a delicately different impression when comparing with a 

20 monochrome gray representing the reference concen- 
tration. Therefore, it is difficult to select a patch having 
the same concentration with the reference concentra- 
tion, and variation may be made by each person who 
performs the test. 

25 [0015] On the other hand, the printer controller has 
drawing modes such as resolution or character/photo- 
graph, and if the mode is different, the concentration of 
output from the printer engine may also differ. For ex- 
ample, a phenomenon either dark or light happens in 

30 the result of output according to a resolution of 600 dpi 
£~ <j *u« K CC nif nf /x.jfrNMt 2^ccc r d' nri *o 2 r eso'ut'Q n of 1 200 
dpi. Moreover, there is a case in which a plurality of print- 
er engines are assigned to a printer controller. In such 
a case, it is natural that the result of output differs. Fur- 

35 ther, also in the same printer engine, the result of output 
changes according to an amount of toner used or a serv- 
ice time of consumable parts. Furthermore, in the case 
of a color printer, the concentration characteristics differ 
also among composition reference colors (cyan, ma- 

40 genta, yellow, black, etc.). The amounts of C, M and Y 
blended vary due to the difference in output, and it is 
considered that a CMYK gray patch does not serve as 
a reference. 

45 SUMMARY OF THE INVENT ION 

•-o -« ^ ■» i*. _ i n * 1 1-* -*s »-»«-^»o*"»r«i Iru*/ t» li i# t» I 

... _.._.-•,<_ : UnMinn ~r>-* ~ T>+ » « C "1 i «~ ri rnO 

iQ p:Ov!t_'t3 rv« iwmhihj* tiwwu.»«wa ... *» . — — 

above-mentioned problems are eiiminated. 
so [0017] A more specific object of the present invention 
is to provide an imaqe forming apparatus which lessens 
the sense of incongruity between CMY mixture gray and 

i s — 1 — — . ~ *+ ~ <->s%ki'«w« «"»« r\^c\t rv\lr»r oH. 

r\ IIIUIIUOIIIUUI& y i c*y l\j uwniwvw • ** — — 

justment 

55 [0018] In order to achieve the above-mentioned ob- 
jects, there is provided according to one aspect of the 
present invention an image forming apparatus compris- 
ing: concentration pattern data producing means for 
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producing reference concentration pattern data and ad- 
justment concentration pattern data, the reference con- 
centration pattern data representing a predetermined 
reference concentration and the adjustment concentra- 
tion pattern data representing a plurality of concentra- 5 
tions within a predetermined concentration range in- 
cluding the predetermined reference concentration; 
printing means for printing an adjustment sheet based 
on the reference pattern data and the adjustment con- 
centration pattern data so that a reference pattern and 10 
a plurality of test patterns are printed on the adjustment 
sheet, the reference pattern indicating the predeter- 
mined reference concentration and the test patterns in- 
dicating the concentrations indicated by the adjustment 
concentration pattern data; and concentration adjusting *5 
means for adjusting concentration data of image data to 
be printed in accordance with an adjustment concentra- 
tion value detected by comparing a concentration of the 
reference pattern with concentrations of the test pat- 
terns printed on the adjustment sheet, wherein the con- 20 
centration pattern data producing means produces the 
reference concentration pattern data and the adjust- 
ment concentration pattern data so that one of a color 
of the reference pattern and a color of the test patterns 
is added to the other of the color of the test pattern and 25 
the color of the test patterns. 

[0019] In one embodiment of the present invention, 
the color of the reference pattern may be gray consisting 
of monochromatic black, and the color of the test pat- 
terns may be gray consisting of a mixture of cyan, ma- 30 
genta and yellow, and wherein the concentration pattern 
data producing means produces the reference concen- 
tration pattern data and the adjustment concentration 
pattern data so as to add the color of the reference pat- 
tern to the color of the test patterns so that the printing 35 
means prints the reference pattern in gray consisting of 
monochromatic black and prints the test patterns in gray 
which is a mixture of cyan, magenta yellow and black. 
[0020] In another embodiment of the present inven- 
tion, the color of the reference pattern may be gray con- 40 
sisting of monochromatic black, and the color of the test 
patterns may be gray consisting of a mixture of cyan, 
magenta and yellow, and wherein the concentration pat- 
tern data producing means produces the reference con- 
centration pattern data and the adjustment concentra- 
tion pattern data so as to add the color of the test pat- 
terns to the color of the reference patterns so that the 
pn Piti r»C3 means prints the reference pattern in Gray ccn- 
sisting cf monochromatic black and a mixture of cyan, 
magenta and yellow, and prints the test patterns in gray 50 
consisting of cyan, magenia and yellow. 
[0021] Additionally, there is provided according to an- 
other aspect of the present invention a method of ad- 
justing a concentration of gray in a color image printed 
by an image forming apparatus, comprising the steps 55 
of: preparing a reference pattern and a plurality of test 
concentration patterns by the image forming apparatus, 
the reference pattern indicating a reference concentra- 



tion of gray and the test patterns indicating concentra- 
tions of gray within a predetermined concentration 
range including the reference concentration, the gray of 
the test patterns being a mixture of cyan, magenta, yel- 
low and black, the gray of the reference pattern being 
monochromatic black; visually comparing the test pat- 
terns with the reference pattern so as to select one of 
the test patterns of which concentration matches the 
concentration of the reference pattern; and adjusting the 
concentration of gray in accordance with the concentra- 
tion of the selected one of test patterns. 
[0022] Further, there is provided according to another 
aspect of the present invention a method of adjusting a 
concentration of gray in a color image printed by an im- 
age forming apparatus, comprising the steps of: prepar- 
ing a reference pattern and a plurality of test concentra- 
tion patterns by the image forming apparatus, the refer- 
ence pattern indicating a reference concentration of 
gray and the test patterns indicating concentrations of 
gray within a predetermined concentration range includ- 
ing the reference concentration, the gray of the test pat- 
terns being a mixture of cyan, magenta and yellow, the 
gray of the reference pattern being a mixture of cyan, 
magenta, yellow and black; visually comparing the test 
patterns with the reference pattern so as to select one 
of the test patterns of which concentration matches the 
concentration of the reference pattern; and adjusting the 
concentration of gray in accordance with the concentra- 
tion of the selected one of test patterns. 
[0023] Additionally, there is provided according to one 
aspect of the present invention a processor readable 
medium which stores a program forcausing a computer 
to carry out the above-mentioned methods. 
[0024] Other objects, features and advantages of the 
present invention will become more apparent from the 
following detailed description when read in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0025] 

FIG. 1 is an illustration showing a structure of acon- 
ventionai print system; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a printer controller 
shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG 3 is an illustration for explaining a procedure 

— — 1:. . ^^.^ — +;~ ,~ u.„ , ^ , 

FIG. 4 is an illustration cf a concentration adjust- 
ment sheet; 

FIG. 5 is an illustration showing a patter r» when a 
concentration is 50%; 

FIG. 6 is an illustration of a checkered pattern when 
a concentration is 50%; 

FIG. 7 is an illustration of an adjustment sheet hav- 
ing gray adjustment patches; 
FIG. 8 is an illustration of an adjustment sheet ac- 
cording to a first embodiment of the present inven- 
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tion; 

FIGS. 9A and 9B are illustrations showing exam- 
ples of percentage (area ratio) of an adjustment 
concentration gray patch and a reference concen- 
tration gray patch. 

FIG. 1 0 is an illustration of an adjustment sheet ac- 
cording to a second embodiment of the present in- 
vention; 

FIG. 11 is an illustration showing an area ratio of a 
K gray patch to which CMY mixture gray is added; 
FIG. 12 is a graph showing an example of an input- 
and-output characteristic of a printer engine; 
FIG. 13 is a graph showing an input-and-output 
characteristic after aging; 

FIG. 1 4 is a graph showing a desirable output char- 
acteristic (target y) of a printer engine; 
FIG. 15 is a graph showing a corrected y-curve; 
FIG. 1 6 is a graph showing a corrected y-curve after 
aging; 

FIG. 1 7 A is a graph showing a part of the 7-curve in 
a low concentration range; FIG. 17B is a graph 
showing a part of the y-curve in a high concentration 
range; 

FIG. 1 8A is a graph showing a shift of a reading val- 
ue corresponding to a connection point 1 ; FIG. 1 8B 
is a graph showing a shift of a reading value corre- 
sponding to a connection point 2; 
FIG. 19A is a graph showing the corrected point 1 
connected by straight lines; FIG. 19B is a graph 
showing the corrected point 2 connected by straight 
!:r.ss; 

FIG. 20 is a graph showing a corrected y-curve pro- 
duced by interpolation; 

FIG. 21 is a graph showing a dither characteristic 
of a photograph mode and a character mode; 
FIGS. 22A-22E are illustrations showing a change 
in a concentration of CMY to be added to a K gray 
patch according to various changes in operating 
conditions; and 

FIGS. 23A-23E are illustration showing examples 
of contents of data stored in a nonvolatile memory. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0026] A description will now be given of a first em- 
bodiment 01 the present invention. 
[0027] Basically, a printer vvfticli caries out the 
present invention has the same composition as the 
printer shown in FIG. 1 , and a reference is made to the 
previous explanation with respect to FIG. 1. In the 
present embodiment, basically tho adjustment sheet 
i taving liie color mixiuie yiety patcJ*, Vvliich consists of 
cyan, magenta and yellow, is created by tho printer of 
FIG. 1 so as to carry out a concentration adjustment of 
reference colors that constitute a color printing output 
image. FIG. 2 shows a basic procedure for carrying out 
the above-mentioned adjustment sheet method. Ac- 
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cording to the procedure shown in FIG. 2, (1) the printing 
output of the adjustment sheet is carried out under a pre- 
determined printing condition. (2) A user compares vis- 
ually the reference concentration patterns printed on the 
5 adjustment sheet with the concentration patterns for ad- 
justment printed according to a plurality of concentra- 
tions within a predetermined range including the refer- 
ence concentration. Thereafter, the user specifies the 
concentration pattern for adjustment judged to be the 
10 same concentration as the reference concentration pat- 
tern (that is, the concentration value when being drawn 
under the condition of actual use is calculated as a rel- 
ative value with respect to the reference concentration), 
and gets the number attached to the specified concen- 
^5 tration pattern for adjustment. (3) The user inputs the 
concentration value (result of output) to the printer as a 
setting value for concentration adjustment, the concen- 
tration value being indicated by the number attached to 
the concentration patterns for adjustment obtained in 
20 the above-mentioned process (2). (4) The printer ob- 
tains the adjustment value of -/-correction from the 
number (concentration value when being drawn under 
the condition actually used) set up by the above-men- 
tioned process (3) and the concentration value (expect- 
25 Gd output value) which the controller intends to print, and 
performs a -/-calculation to reflect the result of correction 
at the time of drawing. 

[0028] The adjustment sheet created by above-men- 
tioned process (1) is explained below in detail. FIG. 8 is 
30 an illustration showing the adjustment sheet according 

+r\ nrocont omKoHimont In tho procont embod'me n t 

with respect to a concentration to be adjusted, a com- 
parison is made between the gray patch (a section D of 
FIG. 8) of a reference concentration and a plurality of 

35 gray patches (sections F of FIG. 8), which are selected 
from a predetermined concentration range including the 
reference concentration and are drawn under the con- 
dition of actual use. The gray patch of the section D cor- 
responds to a reference pattern, and the gray patches 

40 F correspond to test patterns. In order to make the com- 
parison easy, in the example shown in FIG. 8, the sec- 
tion D is made to be a background and the sections F 
are made to be a plurality of square areas arranged on 
the background. That is, each of the areas correspond- 

45 mg to the sections F to be compared is arranged so that 
each section F Is surrounded by the background section 
D, 

[GG2S] Were, in the present embodiment, the gray 
patch D of the reference concentration consists of mon- 

50 ochrome black (K). In addition, the concentration pattern 
used as a reference is made to be a pattern which is not 
influenced by a change with passage of time, individual 
variation of the printer engine or output conditions. Rcf 
ere nee is made to the above-mentioned explanation for 

55 a method of producing such a pattern. Although the gray 
patches F of M-K which are the CMYK mixture gray 
patches arranged in a matrix consist of a constant M-K, 
color concentration of Y increases rightward along the 
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row and color concentration of C increases downward 
along the column. A number is given to each of the plu- 
rality of gray patches F for concentration adjustment. 
[0030] A user operates the printer to output the ad- 
justment sheet shown in FIG. 8, and selects a number 
given to one of the CMYK mixture gray patches F which 
appears to be the same concentration as the gray patch 
D of the reference concentration (in the exampie of il- 
lustration, the patch with a number 3/3 indicates the 
same concentration). Then, the user sets an adjustment 
value in the printer by inputting the selected number in 
the printer so as to reflect tne adjustment value in the y- 
correction. 

[0031] FIGS. 9A and 9B are illustrations showing ex- 
amples of percentage (area ratio) of an adjustment con- 
centration gray patch and a reference concentration 
gray patch. FIG. 9A shows the adjustment concentration 
gray patch E of CMY mixture shown in FIG. 7. FIG. 9B 
shows the percentage (area ratio) of the adjustment 
concentration gray patch F of CMYK mixture, and the 
standard concentration gray patch D of K monochrome 
by the present embodiment. If a case is take for an ex- 
ample where a concentration of black to be adjusted is 
25%, in the printing of the adjustment sheet shown in 
FIG. 7, K concentration (concentration of the section D 
of FIG. 7) of a reference concentration gray patch is 
25%, and CMY concentrations (concentrations of the 
sections E of FIG. 7) of the adjustment concentration 
gray patch of CMY mixture are 25%. If the percentage 
of each color is represented by an area ratio, the ratio 
becomes that shown in FIG. 9A. The adjustment sheet 
is printed with the square adjustment concentration gray 
patches E of CMY mixture being printed on the gray 
patch D of the reference concentration which was print- 
ed according to the area ratio by changing the constitu- 
tion ratio of C and Y as shown in FIG. 7. A user obtains 
a desired constitution ratio of C and Y by selecting one 
of the adjustment concentration gray patches E of CYM 
mixture which matches the K gray of the reference con- 
centration which is the background. However, in the ad- 
justment sheet shown in FIG. 7, a color tone appears in 
the CMY mixture adjustment concentration gray patch- 
es E, and such a gray patch is difficult to be fit in the 
background having a reference concentration of a single 
gray. Therefore, it is difficult to select the patch having 
the ssme concentration which causes variation of se- 
lection by SHCi! iiiUiyi'Jiisi! usqt csrry?r?fj OV.t Thfv *€SX. 

in the present tjf'ibotilr?!^?'!, goUk to«~*6 o* 
the CMYK gray patches F is made less recognizable by 
adding K to the CMY mixture adjustment concentration 
gray patches so as to raise the overall concentration. 
Thereby, the CMYK gray patches F according to the 
pre co rit embodiment fits In th£ K C ra y patch ^ ^ th^* 
reference concentration of the background, and the 
judgment becomes easy when judging whether the 
CMYK gray patch F has the same concentration with 
the K gray patch D. As shown in FIG. 9B which shows 
one example of the percentage (area ratio) of the CMY 



mixture adjustment concentration gray patches F ac- 
cording to the present embodiment and the K gray patch 
D of the reference concentration, K is further added to 
the CMY mixture gray patches so as to produce the 

5 CMYK mixture gray patches F. Comparing with the ex- 
ample of FIG. 9A, although the exampie shown in FIG. 
9B has a concentration higher than that corresponding 
to the added K, the concentration value can be adjusted 
by adjusting the constitution ratio. In addition, as shown 

10 in FIG. 9B, tho concentration of the background K gray 
patch D must be raised so as to achieve an area ratio 
corresponding to the same concentration so that the 
concentration of the K gray patch D matches the overall 
concentration of the CMKY mixture gray patch F after 

15 adding K. Moreover, when adding K to CMY, the con- 
centration of K to be added cannot be uniquely deter- 
mined since it is supposed that the concentration of K 
to be added differs from concentration of a color tone 
appearing in the CMY gray, the concentration to be ad- 

20 justed or a color distribution of toner ink. However, it is 
possible to find out experimentally the concentration of 
K by which a color tone is less recognizable by deter- 
mining a target at the time of design. According to the 
result of experiments, with a certain printer engine, the 

25 CMYK mixture gray patches F having less color tone 
were able to be produced by adding 10% K to a 25% 
patch (CMY 25% each). 

[0033] In the above-mentioned embodiment, when 
performing a concentration adjustment of CMY, the ad- 

30 justment sheet according to the pattern shown in FIG. 
4 is used with respect to M, and C and Y are adjusted 
using the adjustment sheet according to the pattern 
shown in FIG. 8 in which the percentage (area ratio) of 
M is fixed . Although it is preferable to use the adjustment 

35 sheet according to the pattern shown in FIG. 4 with re- 
spect to M considering the conspicuousness when car- 
rying out a visual judgment, C or M may be selected in- 
stead of M. When drawing the pattern shown in FIG. 4 
by C, the concentration of M and Y are adjusted by using 

40 the pattern shown in FIG. 8. Moreover, when drawing 
the pattern shown in FIG. 4 by Y, the concentration of C 
and M are adjusted by using the pattern shown in FIG. 8. 
[0034] According to the adjustment sheet using the 
above-mentioned CMYK gray patches F, the adjustment 

45 values of CMY of the 4-color concentration adjustment 
can be accurately calculated. Moreover, although the 
calculated adjustment value Is set In a printer so as to 

i , — x% * — i : ~ ~- /N^rrtMirtn »»#K<m-» o nnrtinn r>r* oration 

UC IfellO^lou )«l C» r wwt i i v* . . w. . ^ f- c» —l 

is actually performed, the 7- correction is the same as 
so that of a single color. 

[0035] li should be noted that the details of y ccrrcc 
tion calculation are disclosea in Japanese raiem Appli- 
cation No. 11-314395. 

[0036] A description wiil now be given of a second em- 
55 bodiment of the present invention. FIG. 10 is an illustra- 
tion of an adjustment sheet according to the second em- 
bodiment of the present invention. 
[0037] In the above-mentioned first embodiment, K is 
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added to the CMY gray patch so as to make the color 
tone of the CMY gray patches less recognizable. On the 
other hand, according to the present embodiment, CMY 
mixture gray is added to the K gray patch (a section G 
of FIG. 10) so as to add a color tone so that the color 
tone of the CMY mixture gray patches E is less recog- 
nizable. In this case, the gray patch of the section G cor- 
responds to a test pattern and the gray patches of the 
sections E correspond to test patterns. 
[0038] FIG. 11 is an illustration showing an area ratio 
of the thus-produced K gray patch to which CMY mixture 
gray is added. Since it is supposed that the concentra- 
tion value of CMY to be added varies depending on a 
magnitude of color tone appearing in the CMY mixture 
gray, the concentration to be adjusted (for example, 
25%) or a color distribution of toner ink, the concentra- 
tion of CMY which lessen a color tone is found experi- 
mentally by determining a target when designing. More- 
over, the concentration of CMY to be added may be 
changed within a range determined experimentally 
when an adjustment is carried out. If a user can be set 
the concentration of CMY through an operation panel, 
the user can select an appropriate concentration at 
which the user can carry out the determination easily. 
Moreover, if the concentration of CMY to be added is 
not subjected to a gray adjustment, a gap is also gen- 
erated between the adjustment values of CMY to be ad- 
justed. This problem can be avoided by adding CMY of 
which concentration is adjusted by a conventional meth- 
od. 

rfws«*i-i a -I *t :il , U~. ~U.*w+ a nrrnofiAn 

[UUtj^j t~\ UoO^I if/uvi • «» ... . . w.. «-w «j. « w.. w. C , "< ■ < 

calculation. The y-correction based on the actually de- 
termined concentration is the same as that applied to a 
monochrome image. Therefore, a concentration correc- 
tion can be applied by performing a y-correction calcu- 
lation as follows. 

[0040] FIG. 12 is a graph showing an example of an 
input-and-output characteristic of a printer engine. It can 
be appreciated from the graph of FIG. 2, that a concen- 
tration achieved by the printer engine becomes lower in 
a low concentration range, and a concentration 
achieved by the printer engine in a high concentration 
range becomes higher. Moreover, as shown in FIG. 13, 
due to aging of the printer engine, a gain is further re- 
duced in the low concentration range, and a gain in the 
higher concentration range Is further increased. 
[0041] FiG 14 is d ui dpi i showing a desirable output 
characteristic (id.-yei /) ut the printer r~r;;r,z A correc- 
tion is made so as to match the input-and-output cnar- 
acteristic shown in FIG. 12 to the characteristic shown 
in FIG 14 FIG. 15 is a qraoh showinq a corrected y- 
n-rw obtained by the above-mentioned correction. 
When ihe pi inlet uiput-diiu-Guiput characteristic cheng 
cs as shown sr. FIG. 13 duo to a change with passage 
of time, ay-correction is applied so as to obtain a printer 
input-and-output characteristic shown in FIG. 16. In the 
input-and-output characteristic of the printer shown in 
FIG. 16, a degree of change is relatively large in a low 



concentration range since a gain of a target is originally 
low as shown in FIG. 12. On the other hand, in a middle 
and high concentration range, a degree of change is not 
so large as that of the low concentration range. 

5 [0042] Accordingly, in the present embodiment, the y- 
correction is made by separately for a low concentration 
range A and a high concentration range B as shown in 
FiG. 16. Such a separation can be made at a point C 
near an inflection point of the y-curve. FIG. 17A is a 

10 graph showing a part of the y-curve in the low concen- 
tration range A, and FIG. 1 7B is a graph showing a part 
of the y-curve in the high concentration range B. A cor- 
rection point 1 is derived from the part of the y-curve 
between the point C and lowest concentration point 

15 which is zero, as shown in FIG. 18A. Additionally, a cor- 
rection point 2 is derived from the part of the y-curve 
between the point C and the highest concentration point 
which is 255, as shown in FIG. 18B. As mentioned 
above, the point C can be obtained as a point near an 

20 inflection point of the quadratic curve, which represents 
the input-and-output characteristic of the printer engine. 
[0043] In the present embodiment, concentration at 
each of these correction points 1 and 2 is beforehand 
memorized as a color sample test pattern. Then color 

25 correction test data is created and output based on the 
color sample test pattern. An operation of obtaining a 
corrected concentration value can be carried out by 
reading the output color correction data by a scanner or 
a visual check by a user. 

30 [0044] FIGS. 1 8A and 18B show shifts of reading val- 
to the connection ooints 1 and 2. that 
is, offsets of concentration values at the present time 
with respect to the correction values are shown. It can 
be appreciated that each reading value is shifted from 

35 the corresponding correction value as indicated by ar- 
rows in the figure. A user inputs the correction value for 
each of the correction points 1 and 2. Then, a controller 
calculates corrected y-curve shown in FIGS. 19A and 
19B from the correction values for the correction points 

40 1 and 2. The corrected ^curves shown in FIGS. 19A 
and 19B are obtained by connecting each correction 
point by straight lines. The graph of FIG. 20 is obtained 
by combining the graphs of FIGS. 19A and 19B, and 
interpolating the combined curves by a curve such as a 

45 Bezier curve or a spline curve. It can be appreciated that 
the corrected y-curve shown In FIG 16 approximates 
the ccrrecicd y-curve tiiuwn in \ : !G 10. 
:004tT: Tnus. siihcjqh ihere d*e 'etty co« • 6GmOm points, 
a sufficient correction can be made by deriving tvvc ccr~ 

50 rection points, one is for a low concentration range and 
the other for a middle and hign concentration range. 
That is, a sufficient correction can be carried out by se- 
lecting correction points in resp^f*t*vf* pre^*> according 
to the feature of the input-and-output characteristic of 

55 the printer. 

[0046] In a case of a color printer, it is preferable to 
provide the corrected y-curve for each color component 
since the characteristic of the printer engine differs de- 
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pending on each color component. The corrected y- 
curve can be obtained by setting correction points in the 
same manner as mentioned above. Moreover, since 
gradation process (dithering) differs for drawing modes 
like a character and a photograph as well as a color 
mode, the engine characteristics after being subjected 
to a gradation process differ from each other as shown 
in FIG. 21 . Similarly, in this case, the above-mentioned 
method is applicable by increasing the number of cor- 
rection points. Furthermore, the corrected y-curve can 
be obtained for each color mode (CMYK) and drawing 
mode (character/photograph), for example 4x2=8 cor- 
rected y-curves can be obtained. 
[0047] As mentioned above, the image forming meth- 
od according to the present embodiment comprises the 
steps of: producing a plurality of concentration ranges 
by equidividing a range between the highest concentra- 
tion and the lowest concentration in a color printing, and 
producing a concentration pattern consisting of a refer- 
ence concentration; printing the concentration pattern 
on the same print paper; and correcting the input-and- 
output characteristic of the image forming apparatus 
based on a corrected concentration value. 
[0048] A program for carrying out the above-men- 
tioned process steps can be stored in a recording me- 
dium such as a floppy disk (FD) or a CD-ROM. The re- 
cording medium may be attached to the host computer 
1 shown in FIG. 1 , and the program may be read by the 
host computer 1 so that the above-mentioned process 
steps can be carried out by the host computer 1 control- 
ling the printer controller 3 through the host l/F. 
[0049] Here ; as shown in FIG. 22A-22E, the concen- 
tration of CMY to be added to the K gray patch may be 
changed according to various changes in operating con- 
ditions such as a resolution, a type of printer engine, a 
consumable parts counter value, an amount of remain- 
ing toner or each transfer color component. The data 
regarding the concentration of CMY to be added is 
stored in a nonvolatile memory, such as the program 
ROM, a hard disk drive (HDD) or a non-volatile RAM 
(NVRAM), provided in the printer controller 3. FIGS. 
23A-23E shows an example of the contents of the data 
stored in the nonvolatile memory. Then, the concentra- 
tion value of CMY to be added is read from the memory 
in accordance with the selected operating conditions so 
as to produce the K gray patch containing CMY of an 
approjDf Sate ctifiCwrilfiiiiof!. 



to be added for each resolution, a user designates a res- 
olution to be used through an operation panel. Accord- 
ing to tne designation, the printer controller 3 acquires, 
for example, from the table shown in FIG. 23A the CMY 
concenti ation value io be added. In ihe exampie shown 
in FIG. 23A, when the designated resolution is 1 200 dpi, 
CMY concentration is set to 10%, and when the desig- 
nated resolution is 600 dpi, CMY concentration is set to 
14%. 



[0051] When a plurality of printer engines are con- 
nected to the printer controller 3, the printer controller 3 
determines the CMY concentration value to be used 
from the table shown in FIG. 23B based on the printer 
5 engine 2 specified at the time of start of a printing oper- 
ation. In the example shown in FIG. 23B, when using 
the printer engine A, CMY concentration is set to 1 0%, 
and when using the printer engine B, CMY concentra- 
tion is set to 7%. 

10 [0052] A consumable parts counter may be provided 
in the printer engine 2 so as to count a service time of 
consumable parts provided in the printer engine 2. 
When changing a CMY concentration value based on a 
count value of the consumable parts counter value, data 

15 of the count value of the consumable parts counter 
stored in the printer controller 3 or the printer engine 2 
is read, and a CMY concentration value is determined 
from the table of FIG. 23C according to the read value. 
In the example shown in FIG. 23B, when the consuma- 

20 ble parts counter value is smaller than 1 000, CMY con- 
centration is set to 10%; when the consumable parts 
counter value is equal to or greater than 1 000 and small- 
er than 2000, CMY concentration is set to 14%; when 
the consumable parts counter value is equal to or great- 

25 er than 2000 and smaller than 3000, CMY concentration 
is set to 1 0%; when the consumable parts counter value 
is equal to or greater than 3000 and smaller than 4000, 
CMY concentration is set to 7%. 

[0053] The printer engine 2 may be provided with a 
30 detector for detecting an amount of remaining toner. 
When changing a CMY concentration value based on 
an amount of toner consumption (an amount of remain- 
ing toner), information regarding an amount of remain- 
ing toner stored in the printer controller 3 or the printer 
35 engine 2 is read, and a CMY concentration value is de- 
termined from the table of FIG. 23D according to the 
read value. In the example shown in FIG. 23D, when an 
amount of remaining toner is 1 00%, CMY concentration 
is set to 10%, when an amount of remaining toner is 
40 80%, CMY concentration is set to 11%, and when an 
amount of remaining toner is 10%, CMY concentration 
is set to 15%. 

[0054] When changing a CMY concentration value by 
each colorcomponent, each of the concentration values 
45 of CMY is separately stored, as shown in the table of 
FIG 23F. Accordingly, a CMY concentration value is de- 

rw~r^ ~,r-> ¥~t\ f m ^ r-* ; r^t /~» «-»•-» r\f f J-» « « »-» <-x •-» * f i *>» r-» ,nr~ 

i\rt t t MtH,H t-flf i fvi \,r'.V») ♦ Wt I ♦ t \r VfV/i I « • if r* ». t\ 0 1 I V^lM(n) V/1 

r^* *\r * * _ i i — -. - — • _ _ • i— «*-»r- 

V/IVI I MUIII Hit? IC-lyHC Ml IMC bArU'JJtt} 5JHUWH III » iO'-, 

when an cirri cunt of remaining toner is 30%, a concert - 
50 tration of C is set to 1 2%, a concentration of M is set to 
11% and a concentration or Y is set to 10% so that an 
overall concentration of CMY is set to 11%. 
[0055] It should be noted that a program for carrying 
out the method of adjusting concentration of gray de- 
55 scribed in the above-mentioned first and second em- 
bodiments can be stored in a recording medium such 
as a floppy disk (FD) or a CD-ROM. The recording me- 
dium may be attached to the host computer 1 shown in 
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FIG. 1 , and the program may be read by the host com- 
puter 1 so that the above-mentioned method is carried 
out by the host computer 1 controlling the printer con- 
troller 3 through the host l/F. 

[0056] The present invention is not limited to the spe- 
cifically disclosed embodiment, and variations and mod- 
ifications may be made without departing from the scope 
of the present invention. 

[0057] The present invention is based on Japanese 
priority applications No. 2000-318299 filed on October 
18, 2000, No. 2001-085716 filed on March 23 and No. 
2001-071659 filed on March 14, 2001, the entire con- 
tents of which are hereby incorporated by reference. 



Claims 

1 . An image forming apparatus comprising: 

concentration pattern data producing means 
for producing reference concentration pattern 
data and adjustment concentration pattern da- 
ta, the reference concentration pattern data 
representing a predetermined reference con- 
centration and the adjustment concentration 
pattern data representing a plurality of concen- 
trations within a predetermined concentration 
range including the predetermined reference 
concentration; 

printing means for printing an adjustment sheet 

bcl c CC! +I ^C r O*2 r O r 'C2 pott^rn Hota a nrj tho ad- 
justment concentration pattern data so that a 
reference pattern (D) and a plurality of test pat- 
terns (E) are printed on the adjustment sheet, 
the reference pattern indicating the predeter- 
mined reference concentration and the test pat- 
terns indicating the concentrations indicated by 
the adjustment concentration pattern data; and 
concentration adjusting means for adjusting 
concentration data of image data to be printed 
in accordance with an adjustment concentra- 
tion value detected by comparing a concentra- 
tion of the reference pattern with concentra- 
tions of the test patterns printed on the adjust- 
ment sheet, 

characterized in that: 

said concentration pattern data producing 
means produces the reference concentration 
pattern data and the adjustment concentration 
pattern data so that one of a color of the refer- 
ence pattern and a ecler cf the test patterns Is 
added to the other of the color of the test pattern 
and the color of the test patterns. 

2. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 
1 , characterized in that the color of the reference 



pattern is gray consisting of monochromatic black, 
and the color of the test patterns is gray consisting 
of a mixture of cyan, magenta and yellow, and 
wherein the concentration pattern data producing 
5 means produces the reference concentration pat- 
tern data and the adjustment concentration pattern 
data so as to add the color of the reference pattern 
to the coior of the test patterns so that the printing 
means prints the reference pattern (D) in gray con- 
ic sisting of monochromatic black and prints the test 
patterns (F) in gray which is a mixture of cyan, ma- 
genta yellow and black. 

3. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 
15 2, characterized in that said printing means prints 
the test patterns so as to be arranged within the ref- 
erence pattern so that each of the test patterns (F) 
is surrounded by the reference pattern (D) and the 
concentrations of the test patterns (F) are gradually 
20 increased or decreased within the predetermined 
concentration range, thereby facilitating compari- 
son of the reference pattern (D) and each of the test 
patterns (F). 

25 4. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 
2, characterized in that said adjustment concen- 
tration pattern data producing means produces the 
reference pattern data with monochromatic black of 
which concentration is previously adjusted. 

30 

5. The image forming aoDaratus as claimed in claim 
1 , characterized in that the color of the reference 
pattern (G) is gray consisting of monochromatic 
black, and the color of the test patterns is gray con- 

35 sisting of a mixture of cyan, magenta and yellow (E), 
and wherein the concentration pattern data produc- 
ing means produces the reference concentration 
pattern data and the adjustment concentration pat- 
tern data so as to add the color of the test patterns 

40 (E) to the color of the reference pattern (G) so that 
the printing means prints the reference pattern (G) 
in gray consisting of monochromatic black and a 
mixture of cyan, magenta and yellow, and prints the 
test patterns (E) in gray consisting of cyan, magenta 

45 and yellow. 

6. Ti;e !:Viage forming rpprm\uc> as chimed In claiir* 
5, eh£±r«e£e!r!^e4a in tUat said printing means prints 
the test patterns (E) so as tc be arranged within the 

so reference pattern so that each of the test patterns 
(t) is surrounded by the reference patten) (G) and 
the concentrations of the test patterns ( t) are grad- 
ually innre«<?pd or decreased within the predeter- 
mined concentration range, thereby facilitating 

55 comparison of the reference pattern (G) and each 
of the test patterns (E). 

7. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 
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5, characterized in that said adjustment concen- 
tration pattern data producing means produces the 
reference concentration pattern data with mono- 
chromatic black of which concentration is previous- 
ly adjusted. 5 

8. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 
5, characterized in that the image data Is printed 
according to one of a plurality of resolutions, and 
said adjustment concentration pattern data produc- 10 
ing means produces the reference concentration 
pattern data so as to match with a selected one of 
the resolutions by changing an amount of gray, 
which is a mixture of cyan, magenta and yellow, 
added to the monochromic black. 15 

9. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 
5, characterized in that the image data is printed 
by one of a plurality of print engines, and said ad- 
justment concentration pattern data producing 20 
means produces the reference concentration pat- 
tern data so as to match with a selected one of the 
printer engines by changing an amount of gray, 
which is a mixture of cyan, magenta and yellow, 
added to the monochromic black. 25 

10. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 
5, characterized in that a consumable parts coun- 
ter is provided for counting a service time of con- 
sumable parts, and said adjustment concentration 30 
pattern data producing means Droduces the refer- 
ence concentration pattern data so as to match with 

a current condition of the image forming apparatus 
by changing an amount of gray, which is a mixture 
of cyan toner, magenta toner and yellow toner, add- 35 
ed to the monochromic black in accordance with a 
current count value of said consumable parts coun- 
ter. 

11. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim *o 
5, characterized in that a remaining toner detector 

is provided for detecting an amount of remaining 
toner, and said adjustment concentration pattern 
data producing means produces the reference con- 
centration pattern data so as to match with a current 45 
condition of the imsgo forming apparatus by chang- 
ing un amcufii cf gray, whic:! 2 iiiixture of cyan, 
magenta anc yesicw. added io I he rnoiicciiroM'ic 
biack in accordance with a current amount of re- 
maining toner detected by remaining toner detector, so 

12. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 
11 , characterize in that said adjustm?* n * concentra- 
tion pattern data producing means changes an 
amount of cyan, magenta and yellow on an individ- 55 
ual color basis. 

13. A method of adjusting a concentration of gray in a 
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color image printed by an image forming apparatus, 
characterized by the steps of: 

preparing a reference pattern (D) and a plurality 
of test patterns (F) by said image forming ap- 
paratus, the reference pattern (D) indicating a 
reference concentration of gray and the test 
patterns (F) indicating concentrations of gray 
within a predetermined concentration range in- 
cluding the reference concentration, the gray of 
the test patterns (F) being a mixture of cyan, 
magenta, yellow and black, the gray of the ref- 
erence pattern (D) being monochromatic black; 
visually comparing the test patterns (F) with the 
reference pattern (D) so as to select one of the 
test patterns (F) of which concentration match- 
es the concentration of the reference pattern 
(D); and 

adjusting the concentration of gray in accord- 
ance with the concentration of the selected one 
of test patterns (F). 

14. A method of adjusting a concentration of gray in a 
color image printed by an image forming apparatus, 
characterized by the steps of: 

preparing a reference pattern (G) and a plurality 
of test patterns (E) by said image forming ap- 
paratus, the reference pattern (G) indicating a 
reference concentration of gray and the test 
patterns (E) indicating concentrations of gray 
within a predetermined concentration range in- 
cluding the reference concentration, the gray of 
the test patterns (E) being a mixture of cyan, 
magenta and yellow, the gray of the reference 
pattern (G) being a mixture of cyan, magenta, 
yellow and black; 

visually comparing the test patterns (E) with the 
reference pattern (G) so as to select one of the 
test patterns (E) of which concentration match- 
es the concentration of the reference pattern 
(G) ; and 

adjusting the concentration of gray in accord- 
ance with the concentration of the selected one 
of test patterns (E). 

1§. A computer readable medium storing a proorpm 
oocie for causing a computer to adjust a concentra- 
tion of gray in a color image printed by an Image 
forming apparatus, characterized by: 

program code means tor prepanng a reference 
pattern and a plurality of test patterns Dy said 
image forming apparatus, the reference pattern 
indicating a reference concentration of gray 
and the test patterns indicating concentrations 
of gray within a predetermined concentration 
range including the reference concentration, 



EP1 199 881 A1 



10 



BNSDOCIO <EP 1 193881 A1J_> 



19 



EP 1 199 881 A1 



the gray of the test patterns being a mixture of 
cyan, magenta, yellow and black, the gray of 
the reference pattern being monochromatic 
black; 

program code means for causing a user to vis- 5 
uaily compare the test patterns with the refer- 
ence pattern so as to select one of the test pat- 
terns of which concentration matches the con- 
centration of the reference pattern; and 
program code means for adjusting the concen- 10 
t rati on of gray in accordance with the concen- 
tration of the selected one of test patterns. 

16. A computer readable medium storing a program 
code for causing a computer to adjust a concentra- *5 
tion of gray in a color image printed by an image 
forming apparatus, characterized by: 

program code means for preparing a reference 
pattern and a plurality of test patterns by said 20 
image forming apparatus, the reference pattern 
indicating a reference concentration of gray 
and the test patterns indicating concentrations 
of gray within a predetermined concentration 
range including the reference concentration, 25 
the gray of the test patterns being a mixture of 
cyan, magenta and yellow, the gray of the ref- 
erence pattern being a mixture of cyan, magen- 
ta, yellow and black; 

program code means for causing a user to vis- 30 

ence pattern so as to select one of the test pat- 
terns of which concentration matches the con- 
centration of the reference pattern; and 
program code means for adjusting the concen- 35 
tration of gray in accordance with the concen- 
tration of the selected one of test patterns. 
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